
Issue 400 November 2020

Eydon Village News

1

In This Issue

Next Issue
Any articles, diary 

dates,notices,

photos, etc. welcomed!

send to: 

evn@texprep.co.uk

6 Halls Lane, Brackley, 

NN13 6AN

DEADLINE: THIRD FRIDAY

OF EVERY MONTH

Remembrance Sunday

We plan to hold a service for Remembrance Sunday at 

10.15 on Sunday 8th November in St Nicholas Church 

and will then move to the Burial Ground for the 

ceremony at the War Memorial. 

As space in church is limited, please let Sue Yates 

(01327 260503, sueeyates@aol.com) know if you plan 

to attend this service. 

Please lookout for any new notices as the pans for this 

service may change

Masks must be worn at all services in St Nicholas.

Please note change of time.

Volunteers 
Please!

The Village Hall recently 

received a substantial 

grant from HS2 for 

refurbishment works 

which are currently 

underway. 

The Grant was awarded on 

the basis that the 

community contributed in 

kind for a small proportion 

of the costs and we are 

therefore planning to raise 

a working party to 

redecorate the Hall once 

the works are completed. If 

you would like to 

volunteer, please contact:

lucy.braddyll@ 

travisperkins.co.uk 

(261611) or 

elaine.partridge2@btintern

et.com (263310) for more 

information.

Help Needed

Help needed to deliver 

copies of the Eydon Village 

News.

If you are able to volunteer 

your help to deliver some 

copies of the EVN in the 

Village, it would be very 

much appreciated.

Please contact Sue 

McRoberts 261068, thank 

you.

 

Eydon Garden Society
(no longer active except for this!)

Discounted Flower & Vegetable Seeds, Fruit Trees 

Flower & Vegetable Plants & Garden Equipment

If you want to order seeds, plants and garden equip-

ment from Dobies, please ask  Sue Yates at Oriel 

House, 59 High Street (sueeyates@aol.com). Tel: 

260503 for a catalogue. Please give your address and 

we will deliver a catalogue to you. 

There is an automatic 15% discount on plants, trees 

and equipment and the discount on seeds will be 50%.

With your catalogue you are given an order form with 

the unique EGS ordering number which gives you 

these discounts whether you order in the autumn or 

in 2021. You can use this code to order online too. 
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2020 Christmas Cards, in aid of  our Church

Christmas cards in aid of St. Nicholas, Eydon are now on sale again this year. The new 

front picture is in full colour of our Church on a magnificent sunny, but snowy, day. 

The reverse has a small colour springtime shot, to remind us of days to come, and 

there is a suitable greeting inside. This year we are using much heavier card 

(300gsm). The finished card measures 14cm x 10cm, and is in landscape format.

The cards come in packs of 10 cards with 11 envelopes priced again at £3.50 per pack 

(senders are allowed one mistake!), and are available to order now. Supplies will be 

limited and may only be obtained from John Grindlay, Rectory Barn, School Lane. 

Call in, or phone John on (01327) 260303 or 07836 502756. Orders also accepted by 

email: john@grindlay.org.uk Sorry no plastic, cash or cheques (Payable to St Nicholas 

Church, Eydon).  So, order now at £3.50 per 10 cards, complete with envelopes.

100% of the income will 

go to the Church. The 

printing is kindly 

sponsored by Roger Coy 

Associates, the envelopes 

and paper has also been 

donated.

John Grindlay

Services for November 2020

Sunday 1st November  

No service at St Nicholas

Sunday 8th November 

10.15 Remembrance Sunday service

Sunday 15th November

11.00 Parish Communion

Sunday 22nd November

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 29th November

No service at St Nicholas

Sunday 6th December (St Nicholas Day)

9.30 Parish Communion

Please note that we are continuing to social distance in our church and so we ask 

that you tell us if you plan to attend one of the above services
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Notes from 

St Nicholas
PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

The October  meeting of 

Eydon Parish Council 

took place on Tuesday 

13 October at 7.30pm 

via the Internet. Three 

members of the public 

were able to connect via 

a published link.

The Councillors present 

were: Carol Henson, 

Richard Collins, Wendy 

Coy, Gordon Anderson, 

Jess Maxted and Keith 

Simmons, Chairman 

along with Andy Hartley 

the Clerk.

During the meeting the 

following items were 

discussed:

Coronavirus outbreak 

and epidemic

This was discussed at 

length considering the 

changed situation with 

the infection rates rising 

around the country, it 

was decided to keep the 

situation under review.

Village Lighting 

Replacement

The Clerk was 

continuing to oversee 

the programme and 

reported on his 

meetings with the 

contractors. Samples 

for the conservation 

area were awaited and 

the clerk would review 

the numbers required.

Re-Wilding

The Chairman had had 

Continued page 3

Tues 3rd November

Tues 17th November

Tues 10th November

Tues 24th November

For all the above dates all bins and the SILVER

food caddie should be put out by 7.00 am. 

November Bin Collections

BLACK Bin

BLACK Bin

BLUE and GREEN Bin

BLUE and GREEN Bin

Information about other 

services in our benefice is 

available on the 

noticeboard in the church 

porch and on boards 

round the village

Please contact our Rector 

or Churchwarden if you 

need further information 

or have any questions

Sue Yates

260503

sueeyates@aol.com

 

St Nicholas’ Church, Eydon
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PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

informal discussions, 

the sub committee was 

yet to formally meet. 

Lime Avenue Trees

A response from 

Northamptonshire 

highways indicating non 

emergency work was 

not being undertaken at 

the present time. The 

Clerk was requested to 

press the issue further 

and investigate a survey 

of these trees by the 

Parish Council. 

Village Hall 

The Works planning was 

completed and the 

remedial works are 

under way. 

Electricity buying 

group for Parish and 

Town Councils

It was decided to join 

this group as it 

appeared to be able to 

save in electricity costs 

for our unmetered 

usage.

Neighbourhood Watch 

Coordinator

No progress had been 

made in filling this role, 

the Parish Council 

would continue seek a 

replacement for this 

important role.

CCTV

The clerk reported that 

Continued page 4

History of  Eydon’s War Memorial Cross

Thoughts of having a memorial cross started in January 1919 when the Rev. W. Lewis 

proposed that, with the churchyard being almost full, there should be a new church-

yard extension on Rectory land off the Culworth Road, near to the village and church. 

This offer would provide space for both memorial cross and future burials and the 

contribution enabled the War Memorial project and appeal fund to go forward.

A committee of six was duly appointed which included the Rev. Lewis and five other 

who were or had been local farmers.

The committee decided on a granite cross with names on two panels either side of 

the main east facing memorial which declared “To the Glory of God and in Memory of 

the Men of Eydon who fell in the Great War 1914–1918 — May they Rest in Peace” 

and they chose Mr A W Sturley, of Banbury to sculpt and construct it at a cost of £75, 

the design being based on a Celtic cross.

After much discussion as to whether proposed names put forward had indeed a true 

and valid connection with Eydon, the final list of twelve men to have their names 

engraved onto the stone was agreed and they were: H W Bull; R Cleaver; E F Cleaver; 

A J Cherry; R Colton; E Colton; E Carpenter; L F Durrant; W Edden; C J Fairbrother; F W 

Lines and C H Thompson.

Funds were raised by donation around the village with the bulk of it being given by 

the owner of Eydon Hall, Lady Florence Hesketh who during the war, had accom-

modation adjacent to the Hall stable blocks, converted into an Auxiliary Home 

Hospital containing five wards each with four beds.

The new burial ground was formally opened on Sunday 25th September 1921. The 

cemetery was consecrated, and the new cross dedicated by the Bishop of Leicester in 

front of villagers and parish dignitaries. 

After the consecration, Colonel Reid was invited to unveil the granite cross, during 

which he spoke of the men of Eydon who had given their lives, along with thousands 

of other Englishmen, for their country, saving it from invasion, contrasting the 

peaceful village of Eydon with the many devastated villages of France and Belgium. In 

a following speech, Mr Ernest Pettifer, on behalf of the Memorial Committee, spoke 

of the “Forty men who had left the parish and twelve had not returned”.

After the end of WWII, the following 

inscription was added to the west panel.

1939-1945 Brand RJ Hannis FTR 

O'Loughlin JJ Rogers B “We will 

remember them”

In more recent times the churchyard 

extension with the memorial has been 

conveyed by the Church to the Parish 

Council so that the whole village 

community is now responsible for its 

upkeep and maintenance.

Geoffrey Stretton, Member of  RBL Byfield 
Branch

My thanks to Eydon Historical Research 

Group for allowing me to write this piece 

as it has been produced entirely from 

extracts taken from their booklet Lest We 

Forget – Eydon in the Great War. Published 

in March 2014.
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PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

no other Northamp-

tonshire Parish Council 

operated a scheme as 

far as he could 

determine. The Council 

would consider the 

implications further.

Control of Dogs in the 

Village

Several reports of dogs 

that were not in the 

control of their owners 

had been received. In 

these instances it was 

not that the dogs were 

aggressive, but the 

incidents were of a 

nature to cause concern 

to parents of young 

children who had been 

approached by dogs not 

on leads and therefore 

out of control of the 

owners, frightening the 

children who were not 

used to the attention of 

dogs. An article would 

be published in EVN 

pointing out owners 

responsibilities. 

It was also reported 

that the sports field had 

seen the unfortunate 

re-occurrence of 

irresponsible owners 

not clearing up after 

exercising their dogs 

resulting in toddlers 

being covered in the 

resulting mess. Again a 

publicity exercise would 

be undertaken.

Neighbourhood Plan

This was raised again as 

to whether it would be 

Continued page 5

Byfield Medical 
Centre

Flu vaccinations continue 

as planned and as 

reported last month. 

Practice Manager Tracey 

Rymer reports that there is 

a national shortage of flu 

vaccine, with demand 

outstripping supply.

Therefore it is vital that if 

you have an appointment 

for vaccination at one of 

the flu clinics, that you turn 

up as required and 

booked. If you are unable 

to attend, you must advise 

the medical centre at once.

For the under 65s, if you 

haven’t already got a 

booking, it is unlikely that 

further supplies will be 

available from Byfield 

currently,  in which case 

your best plan is to use 

one of the alternative high 

street pharmacies.  They 

are trying to get more 

vaccines from the national 

stock and will advertise if 

these become available.

This is a national problem, 

not isolated to our Medical 

Centre. By now, all over 65s 

and vulnerable patients, 

should have been 

contacted for an 

appointment. 

John Grindlay

Notice from St. 
Nicholas Church

Is there anyone skilled in 

the art of Calligraphy who 

would be willing to update 

the church baptismal roll.

Please contact Geoffrey 

Stretton if you have such 

skills. Tel: 264489.

A Personal View – November  

As I write these notes, the Pandemic situation is 

changing by the day. 

There is talk of a further lockdown, either national or 

selective. So, anything I write may well have changed 

by the time this view is read. This is being written in 

Snowdonia, where we are having a few days holiday in 

a remote cottage “somewhere near Porthmadog”. In 

fact, this break was planned and booked before virus 

changed lives for us all.   

There is talk of Wales having a shutdown very soon, 

and even rumours of English not being allowed into 

the principality. So, as we drove over the border from 

Salop into Powys, we were half expecting our road to 

be blocked by Welsh police asking about our 

intentions. It was not to be. In fact, we haven’t seen 

anyone resembling an officer in days. 

The journey reminded me of an episode of the TV 

show “Candid Camera”, screened decades ago when 

the Great British public were subjected to some 

farcical amusing situations. In the programme I had in 

mind a customs barrier was erected on quite a busy 

road into Wales. The red/white barrier was across the 

road, manned by uniformed Customs guards who 

confiscated boot and shoelaces to ‘protect the Welsh 

bootlace industry’ before allowing the English to 

continue their journey into Wales! 

Maybe it’s time to rebuild Offa’s Dyke but not 

necessarily to keep the Welsh in, but to keep the 

English out!  

More years ago than I care to remember, Eydon was 

effectively cut off from the outside world after a 

dramatic snowfall. Sunday morning conversation in 

the Royal Oak was restricted to animated discussions 

on how long we could all survive. We decided that 

several weeks was possible, as then we had a dairy, 

baker, and plenty of meat, all produced in the village.  

Happy Days!  

John Grindlay

Eydon 200 Club

August draw results:

First: Jenny Forsyth; Second: Helen Jalland; Third:

Kevin Thompson

September draw results:

First: Sue Yates; Second: Jim Beaty; Third: Steve Allen

Congratulations to all the winners. Next draw will be 

held at the end of October.
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PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

sensible to undertake 

one in the light if 

proposed changes to 

local planning.

Planning Matters

Application No. 

S/2020/1478/PA 

Proposal: Determin-

ation as to whether 

prior approval is 

required for change of  

use from agricultural 

building to dwelling 

house. Location: Barn of 

School lane. This was a 

re-application and had 

been discussed a 

number of times, it was 

noted that it was out-

side the Village 

boundary.

Application No. 

S/2020/1318/FUL 

Proposal: Detached 

dwelling with attached 

garage and ancillary 

accommodation over. 

Location: Land adjacent 

5 Moreton Road. It was 

noted that this 

application had  been 

approved with the 

amended plans.

The online meeting 

closed at 8.30.

The next planned 

meeting of the Parish 

Council is at 7.30 on the 

10th November.

Keith Simmons, Parish 

Council Chairman

Continued page 6

Eydon Walkers

Wardington Lollipop Tree Lined Ridge — 3.3 miles, 14 October 2020

Are we going to be locked down for the next one?

In landscaping, an avenue, is traditionally a straight path or road that is lined with 

trees. In Latin, venire means coming to or arrival at a landscape or architectural 

feature; and that’s exactly what this walk intended to achieve. To walk towards the 

trees.

Since the beginning of the year, before lockdown, we had been keen to “do” that tree 

lined ridge that we see every day as we leave Eydon on the way to Culworth. That 

lovely, equidistance line of fluffy blobs on stalks that look as if they have been 

painted on the skyline, sitting on the ridge coming away from the top of Wardington 

Hill and down towards Thenford.

A good gathering of 16 plus Phoebe the dog, outside the Hare & Hounds waiting 

patiently for the walk leader to arrive, who, after setting off from home, realized he 

did not have the map or the lunch list in his possession. Our thanks to the landlords 

of the pub who had allowed us to park there.

The group had been warned that the opening stage was going to be a hard slog 

rising fifty metres up and across the first field, and it proved to be just so, for a few of 

us. But it did ensure compliance with the distancing rules as we began to stretch out. 

However, once the ridge had been reached all that effort was worth it for the views 

from the top and along its length. It was then a gentle stroll along and down into 

Wardington on the Thenford Road. From there, we strolled through Upper 

Wardington to the bend which used to house two pubs; the Red Lion and The Plough, 

now both long since closed, and down to Simcoe's old farmhouse following the 

footpath the villagers now use to get to the Hare & Hounds. Negotiating the final field 

was made a bit tricky by two frisky yearlings dashing around us.

Returning to the pub, we said our goodbyes to three of our numbers and the dog 

and the rest of us made our way by cars to the George & Dragon, Chacombe for a 

nice lunch.

Our next walk should be on the Wednesday 11th of November. By then, I’ll be 

surprised if we are still able to have lunch in pubs. More information closer to the 

date will be sent via email.

Best wishes to you all

Geoffrey Stretton
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Important Message from the Parish Council Chairman

So another month goes by, and we are now ten months into a pandemic the like of which hasn’t 

been seen in our lifetimes, so where are we? 

Unfortunately the number of cases throughout the country is rising, with more and more people 

being put under tighter restrictions as each day passes. Our elected Government are saying we 

are at a critical moment and are trying to avoid another full countrywide lock down by introducing 

local area restrictions. We all have to hope this works and reduces the infection rate sufficiently.

At the moment Eydon is under the Tier 1 restrictions: 

Local COVID alert level: medium 

This means:

Ÿ you must not socialise in groups larger than 6, indoors or outdoors (other than where a legal exemption applies)

Ÿ businesses and venues can continue to operate, in a COVID-secure manner, other than those that remain closed 

in law

Ÿ certain businesses are required to ensure customers only consume food and drink while seated, and must close 

between 10 pm and 5 am

Ÿ businesses and venues selling food for consumption off the premises can continue to do so after 10 pm as long 

as this is through delivery service, click-and-collect or drive-through

Ÿ schools, colleges and universities remain open

Ÿ places of worship remain open, subject to the rule of 6

Ÿ weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on numbers of attendees

Ÿ exercise classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors, or indoors if the rule of 6 is followed; 

there are exceptions for supervised activities for under-18s and disability sport

You must:

Ÿ wear a face covering in those areas where this is mandated

You should continue to:

Ÿ follow social distancing rules

Ÿ work from home where you can effectively do so

Ÿ when travelling, plan ahead or avoid busy times and routes; walk or cycle if you can

We all need to follow these restrictions to prevent the rise of infection our village. We have had relatively few cases 

so far, and as far as I am aware no deaths linked to the virus, so let’s all play our part to try and keep it that way.

Obviously these rules affect our daily lives, impacting our local businesses in different ways too. 

It is once again a time where we need to pull together as a community and support each other and also support our 

local businesses as much as we can within the rules laid down by our Government.

At the moment the Parish Council is constantly keeping the situation under review and are considering how to 

enable the community to support itself, as we all did so brilliantly in March with the outpouring of offers of help. It 

may be we once again call for volunteers to assist our neighbours. If anyone has ideas, please contact me or any of 

the Parish Councillors.

I am sure if we do get put into further measures the village will step up again and do whatever is needed to make 

sure everyone is looked after, and show itself to be the great community we all know it is.

You can find out more about the restrictions here: 

.

And the BBC have a page where you can find out the level of restrictions throughout the country by entering a 

postcode here: .

The most important thing at the moment is to follow the rules, remain safe and stay positive. If anyone is in any need 

themselves, or if you are aware of anyone else who may be struggling, please do let me know.

With all good wishes.

Keith Simmons, Parish Council Chairman, 01327 263014, keith.simmons@eydon-village.co.uk

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-

need-to-know

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-54373904

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-54373904
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