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Eydon Community Sports Field
The Sports Field supports the BBC Countryfile Plant a 

Tree For Britain campaign. Before Christmas, we 

planted six silver birch’s along the top of the Sports 

Field. They are a good size and were delivered in pots, 

so that they will grow quickly (loose rooted trees take 

much longer to establish).

Thanks to Bert Manton, Lyn and Simon Evans and 

Simon Cann in their help in planting these trees. 

Thanks also to the kind people who have sponsored a 

tree. We do intend to plant more trees shortly so, if 

you would like to sponsor a tree, please contact Barry 

McRoberts, Chairman of the Eydon Community Sports 

Field, on 01327 261068. Thank you.

Help Required

Help is required with the running and maintenance of 

the Sports Field. There is a small committee of 

volunteers who maintain the field and arrange events, 

including cricket. Over the years we have raised money 

with the help of grants and fund raising events for all 

the equipment that is now on the field. If you would 

like to help this friendly committee please contact 

Barry on the number above.

Thank you 

Eydon 200 Club

Christmas draw results:

First: Rachel Aldred

Second: Mike Walker

Third: Sue Jobbins

December draw results:

First: Chloe Davis

Second: Helen 

Worthington

Third: Matthew Tasker

Congratulations to all the 

winners. Only one more 

draw before the next year 

begins at the end of 

February.

Entries for the 2021/22 

year started in January so 

please complete your entry 

form if you have not 

already done so – if you 

need a form please email 

elaine.partridge2@btintern

et.com. Thanks to anyone 

who has contributed this 

year. 

Apologies that the entry 

form was not included in 

the January EVN but you 

should by now have 

received one by email or 

through your door, or 

possibly both.

Snowdrops and Marmalade
Sadly we are not able to hold our snowdrop teas at St Nicholas Church this year, but 

the snowdrops don’t understand lockdown restrictions and are beginning to 

blossom. Do take a walk through the churchyard in the next month and enjoy them 

as they emerge from the snow. 

However we are busy making marmalade as we have done in previous years, and will 

be holding a marmalade sale in the next few weeks.  WATCH THIS SPACE!

In the meantime if you have spare 1lb jars with lids that are suitable for marmalade, 

we would be very grateful for them Please leave them on one of the freezers in the 

garage at Oriel House, 59 High Street.

Sue Yates Churchwarden, Tel : 01327 260503
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Services for February 2021 

Sadly we have had to discontinue our in 

person services for the time being as we did 

not want people to gather together. However 

the church is open for private prayer every 

Thursday morning and every Sunday 

afternoon.

Revd Paul and Lesley, our lay reader, are 

leading services on zoom every Sunday 

evening at 18.00. Please contact us if you 

would like to join these services.
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St Nicholas
PARISH
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The January meeting of 

Eydon Parish Council 

took place on Tuesday 

19 January at 7.30 pm 

via the Internet. Three 

members of the public 

were able to connect via 

a published link.

The Councillors present 

were: Carol Henson, 

Jonathan Walker, Wendy 

Coy, Gordon Anderson, 

Richard Collins, and 

Chairman, Keith 

Simmons along with 

Andy Hartley the Clerk, 

Jess Maxted sent 

apologies.

During the meeting the 

following items were 

discussed:

Coronavirus Outbreak 

and Epidemic

This was discussed yet 

again considering the 

third period of lock-

down and the prospect 

of vaccination. It was 

agreed that the 

arrangements that took 

place in the first lock-

down had coped very 

well and that once again 

villagers were helping 

each other as required, 

and the PC will keep 

under review any 

further assistance and 

publication of assist-

ance if required.

Village Lighting 

Replacement

The Clerk was contin-

uing to oversee the 

programme and 

reported that he had 

further meetings with 

Continued page 3

Tues 9th February

Tues 23rd February

Tues 16th February

Tues 2nd Febraury

For all the above dates all bins and the SILVER

food caddie should be put out by 7.00 am. 

February Bin Collections

BLACK Bin

BLUE and GREEN Bin

BLUE and GREEN Bin

Please contact our Rector or the 

Churchwarden if you need further 

information or have any questions

Revd Paul Trathen

260204

paul.trathen@btopenworld.com 

Sue Yates

260503

sueeyates@aol.com

BLACK Bin

Letter from our new Rector

Dear friends,

It is with great 

happiness that I 

write to say hello to 

all of you who live 

or work in Eydon. 

My name is Paul 

Trathen and I am 

delighted to now 

be your neighbour, 

as I begin a season 

of work as your 

(Church of England) 

parish priest.

A quirky feature of life for priests is that we 'live above the shop' — which is to say 

that we live in tied accommodation within the communities we are called to serve. I 

have moved away from Walthamstow in northeast London, but am delighted to now 

live and work amidst the 

beautiful countryside 

better known to Carole, my 

wife whose family lives just 

down the road.

I look forward to getting to 

know you, notwithstanding 

our present challenges in 

the context of a pandemic 

illness and its disruptions 

to many aspects of our 

lives. I can promise that 

you will still soon see me 

walking about the village!

Go well,

Paul

Paul & Carole, on a warm & sunny day (remember them?)
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the contractors. 

Samples for the 

conservation area were 

awaited and the clerk 

would review the 

numbers required with 

aim of keeping the 

number of types of 

replacements being 

kept to a minimum. 

NCC Highway Verges

the practice of residents 

adopting these areas 

was again discussed at 

length and more infor-

mation will be gathered 

for future discussion.

Village Hall 

The remedial works 

were continuing, the 

new floor had been 

fitted  and volunteer 

residents had assisted 

by providing labour for 

decorating the hall 

which was appreciated 

by all concerned.

Neighbourhood Watch 

co-ordinator/Police 

Liaison Representative

No progress had been 

made in filling the  roles 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Co-ordinator, the Parish 

Council would continue 

to seek a replacement 

for this important role, 

but thought it would 

make sense for the 

roles to be combined. 

Publicity in EVN would 

be issued.

Parking

Inappropriate  parking 

was again discussed, it 

was decided to highlight 

Continued page 4

Goodbye to our friend, Todd 
Butler 

15 January 1938 – 9 December 2020  

December saw the sad passing of Todd Butler, a very 

well-loved Eydon neighbour. Todd and his wife 

Barbara moved to Manitoba Way in 2004 and quickly 

became active members of Eydon Players, NEWTS and 

the Eydon Walking Group. Todd’s wit, humour and 

talent for storytelling will be deeply missed by many 

friends across the village.   

Born in 1938, Todd grew up in Solihull in the West 

Midlands and studied Mechanical Engineering at 

Birmingham’s Aston University. An extraordinarily 

talented draftsman and designer, Todd’s early career 

spanned roles at Rover Company, Leyland Gas 

Turbines and British Gas. He earned countless patents 

for his ingenious ideas and put his creativity and 

inventiveness to work on landmark projects including 

a Le Mans racing car, subsonic and supersonic 

engines, and NASA’s space shuttle. 

In 1980, Todd joined General Electric’s jet engine 

division in Cincinnati, Ohio and his family embarked 

on a new life in the United States. In addition to his 

professional pursuits, Todd volunteered as a youth 

soccer coach and literacy tutor, teaching adults to 

read, write and work with numbers. A passionate 

environmentalist, Todd also founded and led a 

grassroots campaign group which, after five years of 

full-time research and lobbying, succeeded in shutting 

down a hazardous medical waste incinerator in their 

local community.  

Always an Englishman at heart, Todd and Barbara later 

returned to the United Kingdom to enjoy a 

wonderfully happy retirement in Eydon. Todd adored 

village life and was in his element residing just a 

stone’s throw from glorious countryside and a good 

pint. 

Todd leaves behind Barbara, his two children, John 

and Anne, and three grandchildren, Koy, Mack and 

Claudie. They all miss him enormously. 

Barbara would like to thank all the kind friends and 

neighbours who helped Todd throughout his illness. 

Eydon 200 Club 
– New Year 
About to Begin

Entries for the 2021/22 

year will close on 

Wednesday 24 February — 

just £12 gives you a chance 

to win in each of the twelve 

monthly draws, plus 

additional draws if we have 

sufficient entries. Last year 

saw a bumper entry so we 

had four extra draws plus 

several extra £5 prizes and 

all for £12.

Entry forms were delivered 

around the village in 

January but if you did not 

receive one and would like 

to enter please contact us 

via 

elaine.partridge2@btintern

et.com

Unfortunately due to 

COVID-19 we are unable to 

take entries in the Royal 

Oak. You can drop off your 

entry form to either Elaine 

@ 28 High Street, Lucy @ 

44 High Street or Denise @ 

4 Quarry Close or email 

your details to 

elaine.partridge2@btintern

et.com

Payment can be by cash or 

cheque (payable to Eydon 

200 club) or direct to the 

200 club account Bank 

details: Account Name: 

Eydon 200 Club, Sort Code: 

09 01 53, Account Number: 

75685480 (if paying by 

bank transfer please 

provide proof of payment)

The final draw of the 

2020/21 year was drawn 

on Friday 31 January and 

results will be published 

next month.

Thanks to everyone for 

their continued support.
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the issue again asking 

for consideration of 

others when parking.

Neighbourhood Plan

This was once again 

discussed in the light of 

Government proposed 

planning changes and 

also due to the fact 

Culworth Parish Council 

were considering 

formulating one 

through a consultant, 

the Chairman had an 

informal discussion with 

Culworth about this. It 

was resolved to arrange 

a presentation on the 

principle of formulating 

such a plan and its pros 

and cons and 

prospective costs.

Budget 2021/2

The Finance and 

General Purposes 

Committee had met 

virtually and examined 

the income and 

expenditure of all 

budget items and 

increased the spending 

in each category where 

appropriate. This had 

resulted in an increase 

to the budgeted items 

of £941.10. It was 

expected that there will 

be a surplus over 

expenditure in the 

current financial year 

and so it was agreed the 

Council will absorb 

these increases and the 

precept request would 

remain at the level set 

last year — £22,646 

with no increase.

Continued page 5

A Personal View — February 2021

The spread of the Corvid has touched so many walks of life. It is difficult to pinpoint 

any particular feature of its intrusion which may right now seem comparatively less 

important, but may have a significant long term effect. 

Consider the local elections nationwide scheduled for May, only three months away. 

By the time these notes appear, the date might well have been moved. However, at a 

time when keeping distance and not travelling far is of the essence, just think of the 

meetings and movement of people required to administer an election programme. 

These include Interviews, Selection, Nomination, Canvassing, Leaflet dropping, Ballot 

box delivering, the Election itself, Ballot box collection, Counting and Declaration.

Maybe these local elections should now all be postponed and held to coincide with 

the next general election, due in December 2024. By then surely, this virus should be 

well under control and we will all have free unencumbered movement again. Today’s 

restrictions will just be a bad dream.

These thoughts started me remembering MPs who have represented Eydon over the 

past fifty years or so. When we arrived in the village, Sir Reginald Manningham-Buller 

Bt had been the MP for the Northampton constituency which included Eydon, since 

1943. Some of you will know that he was Lady Parson’s father. Yes, the same Parsons 

who have recently moved from The Old Rectory.

In 1974, Arthur Jones was elected as MP for Daventry. He was memorable for his 

Rolls-Royce (and that was about all), with which he competed against a fellow 

ostentatious MP from a neighbouring constituency: one Robert (Cap’n Bob) Maxwell, 

MP for Buckingham. After Arthur, we had Reg Prentice whose main call to fame was 

to cross the floor of the House of Commons. He was followed by Tim (now Lord) 

Boswell. His rather spectacular claim to fame came after he retired as MP and was 

elevated to the House of Lords to become Deputy speaker. He related how 

uncomfortable it was to sit for so long on the hard Woolsack, when acting as 

Speaker. 

But I’d like to share one of my 

earliest experiences of a political 

meeting. In 1963 we were living 

within the Stratford-upon-Avon 

Constituency. John Profumo was 

our conscientious Member of 

Parliament. He endeavoured to 

travel to all his constituents’ 

meetings, large and small. My diary 

of May 1963 reminds me that he 

attended a meeting of about a 

dozen of us in The Butchers Arms in 

Priors Hardwick, accompanied by 

his glamorous wife, Valerie Hobson. 

He bought a round of drinks and, putting a ten bob note on the table, invited the 

landlord to “have one for himself”. The expression on Grenville Braithwaite’s (the 

landlord) face needed no words; obviously Profumo had little idea of the price of a 

round.

Two weeks later, Profumo had resigned, and the scandal was in the open.  

John Grindlay
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Planning Matters

Application No. 

S/2020/2225/FUL Proposal: 

Minor amendments to 

prior application which had 

been approved. 

Incorporate undercover 

domestic store into the 

dwelling to allow additional 

bedrooms, plus proposed 

bike and bin store within 

the site boundary. 

Location: Land West of 

Barnet's Hill to 5.

The Parish Council 

objected to the planning 

application and made 

comment that the 

following would question 

the legitimacy of the 

original granted consent: 

1. This application does not 

represent minor 

amendments to the 

application previously 

granted as there is noted 

to be an increase in the 

overall volume of the 

building and the proposed 

linkage of the out and 

main buildings would 

implicate a significant 

increase in living space. 

2.  The change to the 

inclusion of a pitched roof 

would also emphasise the 

increased accommodation.

3.  There is an obvious 

increase in the number of 

windows further 

supporting the view-point 

of this application being a 

significant deviation from 

the original. Eydon Parish 

Council also supports the 

concerns and views 

highlighted in the 

associated reports from 

Chairman’s Words January 
2021

And so another month passes in these strange 

turbulent times we are living through. Another 

month, another change to the Coronavirus 

rules. We now are in our third lockdown, with 

rules different to all those before. However, the 

vaccine is coming! 

So those that can are working from home again, 

school age children and parents are battling 

with looking after them at home, possibly 

working and somehow trying to carry out 

schooling — not  easy. Vulnerable people are 

shielding again and this time in the dark long  

days of winter. 

So what can we all do to help and boost our spirits?  Well firstly, we all should 

know that Eydon is one community that helps each other, by all accounts 

neighbours are helping neighbours, shopping is being delivered to assist, hardy 

volunteers are again delivering prescriptions (my sincerest thanks to those 

volunteering — in what ever role you know who you are!).

Secondly, we can say hello from across the street when we see exercise being 

taken, whether that’s by harassed parents and children or just residents out 

walking for their daily exercises. Maintaining social distancing whilst we are out 

doors is vitally important, and we can hear about what’s going on and listen out 

for the little ways we can help, without being asked. 

It's about calling or texting each other if we are concerned about someone, just to, 

make sure they are alright. All of us are, I think, are finding it harder with the 

weather and time of year, certainly I find that in my conversations and indeed 

myself. So let’s make sure we are all ok in our community, better to bother each 

other too much than not at all.

Equally, if you do need help or know someone who does and can’t assist yourself,  

please let somebody know, if you can't think of someone — you can always 

contact me below or any of the Parish Council, please don’t hesitate. The 

Community will step up when needed. 

A really practical thing is if someone is called for their Vaccination and can’t get to 

the appointment and can’t find help, please  let us know, I am certain people will 

volunteer to get you there — and it’s perfectly allowed under the rules, 

accompany-ing a person to a medical appointment is permitted. We really 

wouldn’t want someone to miss their chance. 

I am hearing of residents getting called to have their vaccinations,  so that’s great 

news, let’s hope the rollout continues as speedy as is humanly possible. 

So keep your spirits up, do some acts of kindness to each other — it’s great for 

your and the recipients mental health, the snowdrops are rising, I have seen a 

daffodil in flower, spring is around the corner — despite the snow! The evenings 

are getting lighter, and let’s hope for another brilliant spring weather wise. 

Keep obeying the rules, take care of each other and let me or any other Parish 

Councillor know if anyone needs help.

Keith Simmons — in a personal capacity
keith.simmons@eydon-village.co.uk, 01327 263014

Continued page 6
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the NCC Highways 

Authority and the Heritage 

Team.

Application No. 

S/2020/2288 Proposal: 

Single glazed rear 

extension Location: 

Horseshoe Cottage 41 High 

Street.

The Parish Council noted 

this was proposed to be an 

aluminium structure which 

was considered to be 

incompatible with the 

Village Design statement 

as the property was within 

the Conservation area and 

viewed that the structure 

should be of timber 

construction.

Byfield Medical Centre

It was noted that further 

documents had been 

lodged from the 

developers agent regarding 

road layout on the 

Fiveways roundabout. The 

Byfield Parish Council were 

due to discuss this at their 

next meeting. The Parish 

council reiterated its 

support in principle of the 

possibility of a new Medical 

Centre, but again pointed 

out that it was for the 

elected representatives in 

Byfield, the developer and 

Daventry District Council to 

decide the merits of the 

application.

The on line meeting closed 

at 9.00 pm

The next planned meeting 

of the Parish Council is at 

7.30 on the 9th February.

Keith Simmons                      

Parish Council Chairman

What’s Happening with Your 
Council?

Local government in Northamptonshire is 

changing. The existing system, which has been in 

place since the 1970s, is like a three-tier cake. 

The bottom layer is parish and town councils which 

typically cover one village or town. 

The middle layer is borough and district councils, 

which are responsible for things like planning 

applications, collecting the bins, tourism, and 

dealing with benefits. 

The top layer is the county council, which is 

responsible for things like social services, 

education, and highways. 

From 1 April 2021 the top two layers of the cake are 

being replaced with one layer, known as Unitary 

Councils. There will be two in Northamptonshire: 

North Northamptonshire Council, and West 

Northamptonshire Council. 

Parish and town councils remain as they are. West 

Northamptonshire Council will cover the area 

currently covered by Daventry District Council, 

Northampton Borough Council, and South 

Northamptonshire Council. (Eydon is in South 

Northamptonshire) . 

The main reason for replacing the district, borough 

and county councils with unitary councils is to save 

money. Most people will not notice any difference, 

certainly in the first few years of the unitary 

councils. 

Council services will continue as normal, and any 

changes will be gradual. From 2021 you will see 

three lines on your council tax bill. You will pay an 

amount for the parish or town council that looks 

after your village or town, an amount for 

Northamptonshire Police, and an amount for West 

Northamptonshire Council for all the council 

services it provides.

To find out more visit 

https://futurenorthantswest.org

Byfield Medical 
Centre

Covid Vaccinations

Tracey Rymer, Practice 

Manager, reports that first 

vaccinations being given to 

registered patients of the 

Practice for the over 80s, 

should all very soon be 

completed. 

Vaccinations for the over 

75s have started and will 

take until about the end of 

February to complete. 

Once these are complete, 

the over 70s together with 

the most vulnerable will be 

targeted. More update 

next month.

Patients of the Medical 

centre are reminded that 

you will be contacted. 

Please do not phone the 

surgery about a jab, as 

staff are very busy at the 

best of times. Currently, 

vaccinations for patients 

are all being carried out at 

the Weedon Medical 

centre.

John Grindlay

New Year’s Eve 
Fireworks Eydon

Whilst one might enjoy the 

spectacle of a fireworks 

display, it mustn’t be 

forgotten that the livestock 

around the area are in 

absolute terror!

That being said we had an 

injured horse, just after 

midnight on New Year's 

Eve — when they were 

checked.

Please have more thought 

for the animals and wildlife 

when planning a display.

Barbara Warren
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