
Eydon says 
Goodbye to Her 
Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II

As we come to the end of 

the official mourning 

period of the passing of 

Queen Elizabeth, I am sure 

we have all reflected on 

our own thoughts of what 

she has meant to us each 

individually.

I as Chairman of the 

Parish Council,  had 

various duties to perform 

including reading the 

Proclamation of the 

accession and the passing 

of the role of head of state 

to our new King Charles III.

Not all parishes did this, 

but we felt it was the right 

thing to do,  to formally 

mark this moment in national history in Eydon.

We also opened a condolence book — as did the Church — and many people have 

chosen to make their own personal remarks remembering her Majesty. They will be 

combined and formally sent to the County archives at the appropriate time. It gave 

me a chance to swap stories with villagers as they signed the book. I can report that 

at least one member of our community joined the lying in state queue and managed 

to pay their respects, I was really glad to hear this.

We placed a memorial wreath on the anniversary tree on the Village Green and I am 

grateful for the kind comments this mark of respect this has brought.

I was also formally invited as PC Chairman to the Vigil service at Holy Cross Church in 

Byfield,  which was a well attended moving occasion on Sunday 18th the day before 

the Queen’s funeral well led by Father Paul Trathen.

I am of an age to have known no other monarch —  the Queen has been a constant 

presence in my life, the world has changed.

But we must move forward with trust and confidence into the new era in our country.

God Save the King.

Keith Simmons Parish Council Chairman
01327 263014, keith.simmons@eydon-village.co.uk
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